


First and second rows: Both the A and the V look fi ne set next to 
straight-sided characters. Third row: Next to each other, however, 
the spacing appears much too open. Fourth row: Proper kerning can 
improve troublesome letter combinations such as these.
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Kerning
Kerning refers to the adjustment of space between two 
specifi c characters, thus the term kerning pair. Most often, 
kerning implies a reduction of space, but it can also mean 
the addition of space. Kern pairs are created to improve 
the spacing between two letters when the normal spac-
ing is less than ideal. A perfect example is the spacing 
between a cap ‘A’ and ‘V.’ Typically, both ‘A’ and ‘V’ would 
be set so the terminals of their diagonal strokes nearly 
touch the vertical stroke in the adjacent letter, like an ‘H.’ 
When a ‘A’ and ‘V’ are set next to each other, however, 
the spacing looks too open. Kerning adjusts the spacing to 
be optically correct. 

 Most fonts have between two hundred and fi ve 
hundred built-in kern pairs. A high-quality font may have 
over a thousand kern pairs.

My font needs help!
If you have a favorite font but the spacing or kerning 
leaves something to be desired, don’t despair: you can 
do something about it. Today’s robust design programs 
have advanced type handling features that can make vast 
improvements to your typography.  ■

Stay tuned for Part Two of this article to learn when and 
how to adjust the spacing and kerning of any font.
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Ilene Strizver, founder of The Type Studio, is a typographic consultant, designer, writer and educator specializing in all aspects of typographic 
communication, from the aesthetic to the technical. For more information visit www.thetypestudio.com or contact ilene@thetypestudio.com.


