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Script Typefaces

SOME OF TODAY’S MOST POPULAR TYPEFACES ARE SCRIPTS. Generally speaking,
scripts are derived from handwriting or calligraphy and are more fluid than
traditional text faces. Scripts offer a wide variety of moods and characteristics,
ranging from formal to casual. When used appropriately, a script face can add

the perfECt touchtoa prO_]ECt. elegant look can go a long way towards setting a sophisti-

Keeping it Formal cated tone. Use them for headlines and other brief applica-
Formal scripts are very fluid and graceful, and often have tions; longer blocks of small text set in formal script are
connecting strokes. They are appropriate when an elegant,  usually not very readable. TIP: Most script typefaces should
stately look is desired. never be setin all caps. The elaborate design of script
Formal scripts are commonly used for invitations, capitals make them difficult to read, and their spacing is

announcements, and decorative initial letters, where their designed to work with adjacent lowercase letters.
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Getting Casual Due to their popularity, the number of fonts in this
Casual scripts are meant to look friendly and loose, as category has swelled tremendously. Before choosing a
though quickly drawn with a pen, brush, or similar writing casual script, look the font over carefully and check the
instrument. Their strokes can be connected or not, and the legibility of both the caps and lowercase. These fonts are
mood conveyed tends to be warm, personal and relaxed. fun and effective when appropriate for the job at hand:
Casual scripts are often used for ads, brochures, and any- use them only when their strong personality helps to com-
thing that requires an intimate, informal look. municate (rather than contradict) your message.
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Ilene Strizver, founder of The Type Studio, is a typographic consultant, designer, writer and educator specializing in all aspects of typographic
communication, from the aesthetic to the technical. For more information visit www.thetypestudio.com or contact ilene@thetypestudio.com.



